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r Cor. xv. 57. 

But thanks be to God, who giveth 1. 
the victory, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


REAT are the changes; to which we 
are expoſed in this mortal life: 

greateſt and moſt awful of all is 
Fay: which paſſes upon us at death. It be- 
comes us to prepare, in the beſt manner we 
can, for all theſe changes: And eſpecially, 
as the goſpel of Chriſt furniſhes us with ſuf- 
ficient materials for comfort in the view df 
that which is moſt formidable; it becomes 
us to make a right uſe of them. The text, 
which I have now read; teaches us not only 
to take comfort, but to expreſs thankfulneſs, 
in the proſpect of a removal to another 
ſtate : and contains in it one of the practical 
uſes of the doctrine of a general reſurrection, 
which doctrine the apoſtle had been proving 
and illuſtrating throughout the whole chapter 
wherein it ſtands. And there is a natural con- 
nexion between the doctrine it ſelf and this 
| A 2 infes 
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inference of the apoſtle. For if through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt we do indeed gain the 
victory over death, and have the joyful pro- 
ſpe& of a happy immortality ſet before us, to 
be enjoyed after death has diſſolved theſe 
corruptible bodies: then we are under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to give thanks to that 
gracious Gop, who ſent his only begotten Son 
into the world, to reſcue us from death, 
and to give us this joyful proſpect of a future 
life. | 

Tux other practical uſe of the fame doctrine 
is contain'd in the laſt verfe of the chapter. 
Which words immediately follow our text : 
and ſhew, that we ought to join diligence 
with our thankfulneſs, chearfully perſevering 
in the praQtice of. all thoſe duties, which: God 
requires of us in the preſent ſtate of trial; 
from this conſideration, that how great ſoever 
our labour is, it ſhall be moſt amply rewarded. 
Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye fledfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; foraſmuch as ye now, that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord. 

Tur proofs and illuſtrations of the doctrine 
of a reſurrection, upon which theſe practical 
improvements are built, make up one of the 


moſt beautiful chapters in the whole New 
| Teſta- 
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Teſtament. And it is eaſie to ſee; that in 
the conduct of this argument a very great 
ſtreſs is laid upon the certainty of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, as a proof of the truth and 
divine authority of his whole doctrine. 

IT is with this view, that the apoſtle be- 
gins the chapter with putting the Corinthian 
converts in mind of the importance of the 
chriſtian doctrine in general: which doc- 
trine he had preached to them ; which they 
had received z wherein he hoped the greateſt 
part of them yet perſiſted ; and by which 
alſo their future happineſs was ſecured, if 
they took care to hold faſt what he had 
preached to them. Now the doctrine which 
he had preached to them was this : That 
Chriſt died for our fins, according to the 
Scriptures ; and that he was buried, and roſe 
again the third day, according to the Scrip- 
tures, This the apoſtle lais down as the 
ſubſtance of that whole goſpel, which he 
had been preaching: well knowing, that 
the doctrine of Chriſt's dying for our ſins, 
and being raiſed again for our juſtification, 
if believed upon good evidence and heartily 
embraced, would prevail upon men to ac- 
knowlege the Lord Jeſus in his whole cha- 
ractet, to obey the preceptiye part of his 
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doctrine, to truſt in his promiſes, and to 
be influenced by all the other power 
motives which his goſpel contains. 
AFTER this, in the 5th, 6th, and th 
verſes, he mentions the proofs of Chriſt's 
reſurrection: which indeed are juſtly brought 
in as part of the doctrine it ſelf he had been 
preaching : That he was ſeen of Cephas ; then 
of the twelve; after that by five hundred 
brethren at once, of whom the greater part 
then remained alive, though ſome were fallen 
aſleep; after which he was ſeen of James, 
and then of all the apoſtles. And to theſe 
unqueſtionable proofs the apoſtle adds, in the 
8th, gth and 1oth verſes, the extraordinary 
appearance of Chrift to himſelf : which was 
the means of converting him to the faith 
which before he had violently oppoſed ; and 
which by its powerful effects upon him, 
and the mighty works it enabled him to 
perform in the name of a crucified Jeſus, 
was a convincing argument to him, that the 
glorious perſon, whom the Jews had put to 
death, did not remain under the power of 
the grave, but was raiſed again and exalted 
at God's right hand. 
Havixd thus undeniably proved "Ry re- 
— of Chriſt himſelf, the apoſtle pro- 
cedes 
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cedes to ſhew the folly and vanity of thoſe; 
who becauſe they were not able to conceive 
the manner, in which dead bodies ſhall be 
raiſed to life, were hardy enough to deny 
the poſſibility of the thing, In the perſon of 
Chriſt, the actual certainty of a reſurrection 
was proved. He therefore juſtly argues, 
ver. 12, 13. Now if Cbriſt be preached, that 
he roſe from the dead; hiw ſay ſome among 
you, that there is no reſurrettion of the dead? 
But if there be no reſurrettion of the dead, 
then is Ghrift not riſen. If a reſurrection was 
utterly impoſſible; then moſt certainly Chriſt 
was not riſen, But it was plain, from unde- 
niable evidence, that Chriſt was riſen : and 
therefore they muſt be very fooliſh, wha 
would from their philoſophical ſpeculations 
pretend to ſhew, that it was impoſlible ; 
eſpecially when all their proof of the impoſ- 
ſibility amounted to no more than a proof 
of their own weakneſs, in not being able to 
account for the manner of it. 

Bur together with the proof of Chriſt's 
reſurrection the apoſtle would leave upon 
the minds of theſe Corinthians a ſtrong im- 
preſſion of its importance, To this purpoſe 
he obſerves, ver. 1b, That if Chriſt was 
not raiſed : then their faith in him (which 
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they knew to be built upon good and ſure 
foundations) was vain : then all that he and 
bis brethren had been preaching to tbem in 
Chri/?'s name (and which had been attended 
with ſuch manifeſt teſtimonies of divine ap- 
probation) wwas one continued falſehood : then 
they, who hoped for ſalvation through Chriſt, 
remained yet in their fins : and they who had 
died in the belief of his doftrine were periſhed. 
Theſe thoughts, he knew, would ſtrike with 


great force the minds of thoſe, who upon 


very firm foundations had believed in Chriſt 
already, He knew they could not give up 
a faith ſo well built, if they duely attended 
to thoſe other clear proofs which they had 
of the divinity of Chriſt's doctrine, beſides 
merely that of his reſurrection. He would 
therefore have them conſider the vaſt im- 
8 of retaining this article of the re- 
urrection; as that importance it ſelf would 
confirm them the more in the other grounds 
of their faith. And the ſubſtance of the 
argument is this: That ſince Chriſt did in 
the courſe of his miniſtry promiſe the fa- 


vour of God, and a future ſtate of everlaſt- 


ing happineſs, to .thoſe who ſhould believe 
in him; and denounced the wrath of God 
againſt thoſe, who ſhould reject him: ſince 
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he gave his .immediate followers notice of 
his death, and aſſurance that he ſhould- riſe 
again; and declared his death and reſur- 
rection to be the very means of preparing 
for his ſervants the manſions of bliſs, which 
he had promiſed them: all theſe aſſurances, 
together with every thing elſe peculiar to his 
doctrine, muſt fall to the ground, if he con- 
tinued under the power of the grave, and 
was not raiſed again according to his pre- 
diction. But then the remote concluſion 
was: that theſe things could never be; be- 
cauſe a doctrine ſo firmly ſupported in many 
other reſpects, and ſo well proved to come 
from God, could not poflibly fail in a point 
upon which ſo much ſtreſs was laid: and 
conſequently that Chriſt did riſe from the 
dead. 5 
AFTER conſidering this reſurrection of 
Chriſt as the pledge of the reſurrection of 
his followers to a happy immortality, the 
apoſtle goes on to clear up the poſſibility 
of that, which ſome were ſo fooliſh as to 
affirm was impofſible. He illuſtrates the 
doQtrine of a reſurrection in a beautiful 
manner, by ſimilitudes taken from ſęme 
things, the certainty whereof we very well 
know, but the manner how they come to 
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paſs we are quite ignorant of. He expa- 
tiates upon the glorious appearance which 
the raiſed bodies of the ſaints ſhall make 
in the reſurrection. And at length he pro- 
cedes in a triumphant manner to declare: 
that in the reſurrection of the juſt, (for to 
that he confines himſelf in the latter part of 
the chapter) death and the grave will be ef- 
fectually overcome: that ſin, which gives 
to death its moſt pungent ſting, will be done 
away : and that the condemning ſentence of 
the law, which denounces death to finners, 
will be over-ruled, to their everlaſting joy 
and comfort. He then alludes to ſome 


prophetical paſſages in the Old Teſtament; 


the immediate views whereof, as delivered 
by the prophets, I ſhall not enter upon, 
becauſe that would lead me too far from 
my preſent ſubject. So when this corrupti- 
ble ſhall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal ſhall have put on immortality ;, then 
ſhall be brought to paſs. the ſaying that is. 
written; Death is fwallowed up in victory. 
O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where 
is thy vicſory? The ſling of death is fin,; 
and the ſirength is the law. 
UPon this follow immediately the words 
of the text: But thanks be to God, who 
Sn 
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giverb us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Which, as J obſerved at the be- 
gining, are a juſt improvement of the 
doctrine of a reſurrection, on which the 
apoſtle had been employing himſelf 1 
out the chapter. 

In diſcourfing on theſe words, I oy 


poſe 30 enquire, 


1 er b the ee ee e 
apoſtle ſpeaks, and which ve obtain 

 - through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

3J II. How great reaſon” we have 70 be 
 » thankful to God, who gives us _ 
Om | 


I. Wuar is that victory, of which the 
apoſtle ſpeaks, and which we obtain through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Tur current of the diſcourſe through 
this whole chapter ſhews, that in theſe 
words is meant a victory over death. This 
is more eſpecially evident from the refe- 
rence to prophetical paſſages, as fulfilled in 
the incorruption and #mmortality, which this 
corruptible and this mortal ſhall put on at 
the reſurrection. Then ſhall be brought to 
paſe the ſaying which is written: Death 
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is fwallowed up in victory. O death, where 
is thy fling ? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The victory of which the apoſtle ſpeaks 
moſt plainly includes a victory over death: 
and certain it is, that a reſurrection un- 
to life after death is a conqueſt of death. 
But that this is not the whole of his 
meaning, appears from the explication which 
the apoſtle himſelf gives of the laſt pro- 
phetical paſſage quoted - by him. He had 
cited on this occaſion theſe words, O death 
where is thy ſling ? And he knew it would 
give a ſtrength to his argument relating to 
the complete conqueſt of death, to de- 
clare what was the fing of death, what it 
was, which in the preſent life made the 
views of death moſt formidable: and to 
ſhew, that we obtain the victory over this 
by the kind interpoſition of the ſame Jeſus, 
through whom we gain the victory over 
death properly ſpeaking: and that indeed: 
the victory over fin and over death are to 
be looked upon as one and the ſame; ſince. 
death is not overcome in its moſt dread- 
ful conſequences, where there is no con- 
queſt, gained over fin; and accordingly, 
though there ſhall be a general reſurrection; 
of the juſt and the unjuſt, yet they who, 


have 


613) 


have not profited by the means of grace 
in this life afforded. by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for obtaining the victory over ſin, 
will not ſhare in that incorruption and 
happy immortality, which will be the ef- 
fect of the reſurtection of the juſt. They 
will be raiſed to life, in order to be plunged 
into the ſecond death : whereas bleſſed and 
holy is he, who hath part in the firſt reſur- 
rection: on ſuch the ſecond death hath no 
power. Rev. xx. 6. Now in the 14th verſe, 
of that chapter the lake of fire is declared, 
to be this ſecond death : and whoſoever auas 
not found written in the book of life is 
there . ſaid 70 be caſt into the lake of fire, 
purſuant to the judgment mentioned in verſe. 
the 12th, paſſed upon men, on their being 
Judged cut of thoſe things, which were written 
in the books, according to their works. _ 
Now - this account pertectly agrees with 
that in our text. God gives us @ victory 
through our: Lord Fe ſus Chriſt : a victory 
over ſin, and over death which is the con- 
ſequent of it. He gives us the victory over 
fin through our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt; as by 
ſending him into the world, to ſet before us 
our duty, and the moſt encouraging mo- 
tives to Prof it, and particularly by pro- 
miſing 
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miſing the aids of his holy Spirit, he puts 
into our hands the power of gaining a con- 
queſt over fin: which conqueſt, if by a 
faithful improvement of the means afforded 
we do obtain, he aſſures us we ſhall like- 
wiſe have a complete conqueſt over death, 
by being raiſed to a happy immortality. 

Txvs it appears, according to the goſpel 
ſcheme : that we become conquerors 'over 
fin and death: that this victory is obtain- 
ed through means which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſupplies to us: and that the ap- 
pointing the Lord Jefus Chriſt thus to ſup- 
ply us, and conſequently the whole victory 
which we obtain through him, is the gift 
of God. Thus God gives the victory: but 
it is to thoſe who believe in his Son Jeſus 
Chrift. He does not give this victory to the 
unbelievers and diſobedient, for want of their 
improving the very ſame means by which 
the faithful become victorious. He puts the 
ſame means into their hands: he promiſes 
the fame aids of his holy Spirit: he ſets 
before them the ſame views of a happy 
immortality, to be enjoyed as the effect of 
their conqueſt over ſin, which brought death 
into the world. But they choofe rather to 


* overcome of evil, than to make a happy 
conqueſt 
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conqueſt of it, though: ſufficient means are 
put into their hands for that | 
They reject the aſſiſtance of that divine 
and powerful grace, which would make 
them — victorious, And therefore 
as they reſolve they will not gain the vic- 
tory over ſin, but will give themſelves. up 
to be conquered. by it; death, which is 
the wages of ſin, muſt neceſſarily take place 
upon them. They reject that victory over 
both ſin and death, which God graciouſly 
offers: and that is the only reaſon, why 
they do not obtain it. They are for that 
reaſon not written in ibe book of life, becauſe. 
it appears by their. works recorded in the, 
other books, that * choſen death rather 
than life. 

Bur as it now appears, that the uifony, 
which God gives us through. our Lord, Jeſus 
Chrift is a victory over both ſin and death, 
and as this is. a ſubject of great import- 
ance, and may uſefully employ our medi- 
tations; let us a little more particularly 
conſider, how this victory is gained hraugb 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and what is the con- 
nexion between the victory over ſin and 
the victory over death, to which the apoſtle 
3 | _ plainly 
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plainly refers, when he tells us that the 
Aing of death is fin. 
I. WE gain the victory over an through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our obedience to 
his holy goſpel has a natural tendency to 
reſcue us from the dominion of fin. The 
goſpel of Chriſt is the power of God unto ſal- 
vation to every one that believeth; as it is 
a fit and proper means, in the hand of 
God, to produce that mighty change in 
heart and life, which is in Scripture call- 
ed renovation, regeneration, and even new 
creation, The ſcheme of the goſpel is fitly 
calculated for this purpoſe. The means to 
which we are there directed are wiſely 
ſaited to thoſe operations of divine grace 
upon a willing heart, which will ſubdue 
all oppoſition, all reluctances to acknow- 
leged duty, all propenſities to forbiden en= 
joiments. Let a man in earneſt ſet about 
the practice of the divine will declared in 
the goſpel: let him conſider how per- 
fectly the precepts themſelves ſuit the cha- 
racer of God who requires them, and the 
condition of mankind of whom they are 
required: let him repreſent ſtrongly to his 
mind the encouraging conſiderations, that 

1 | all 
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all his paſt ſins ſhall be forgiven upon his 
ſincere ſubmiſſion to Chriſt as his go- 
vernour, that in the diſcharge of duty re- 
quired God will help his infirmities, and 
that he will reward his faithfulneſs with a 
crown of everlaſting glory : let him go on 
in this way, and temptations to fin will 
have no power over him. He cannot fail 
of gaining the conqueſt, as he is ſure to 
have the mighty power of God, operating 
with his own faithful endeavours. Nei- 
ther the allurements, nor the difficulties to 
which he is expoſed in this world, will be 
able to ſtand in his way, ſo as to — 
his conqueſt over ſin. 

Ir is upon theſe accounts, which have 


juſt now been mentioned, that the apoſtle 


Jobn ſpeaks with ſo much aſſurance, 1 Joh. 
v. 4, 5. Whatſocever is born of God over- 

cometh the world : and this is the victory 
which overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he who believeth that Jeſus is the Son of 
God? The force of the queſtion, Who is he 
that overcometh the aworld, but he who believ- 
eth that Jeſus is the Son of God, lies in this 
thought; that faith in Chriſt, who ſets before 
us upon the firmeſt foundations the well 
C grounded 
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is the aſſurance of this, Which gives us the 
certain hope, that we ſhall conquer death, 
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nk hope of eternal life, gives a ſtronger 
encouragement for reſiſting, and greater aſ- 
ſurance of overcoming this evil world, 
than any other ſyſtem of religion what- 
ever. | 

IT appears from this ſhort deſcription; 
that the goſpel of Chriſt is calculated for 
conquering and deſtroying the power of ſin, 
and for breaking the ill habits we have con- 
tracted; that it is ſo contrived by the di- 
vine wiſdom as to ſuit with that divine 
power "which ſhall make all oppoſition fall 
before it. It appears therefore as plainly ; 
that by complying with the directions of this 
goſpel, we obtain the victory over ſin through 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who was ſent into the 
world to publiſh and preach it. 

2. We obtain the victory over death 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he obtains 
for us a reſurrection of our bodies, and as 
our ſouls are by his goſpel beforehand pre- 
pared for that ſtate of incorruption, wherein 
death can have no power over us. Our 
victory is through Chriſt's victory; through 
his reſurrection, and conſequent upon it. It 


and rife unto life. 
25 T 
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I is true, eternal life is, properly ſpeak-' 
ing, the gift of God: but it is through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord: and I am now con- 
ſidering how our Lord Jeſus conveys this 
gift to us. It is before we leave this ſtate- 
of trial, that we are by him prepared in 
the frame of our ſouls for that happy ftate 
of immortality, the promiſe whereof is the 
grand encouragement of our obedience. It 
- is in the ſtate of trial, if at all, that we are 
e endued with thoſe habits of holineſs, with 
ll XR out which, even in the nature of things, 15 
nan can ſee the Lord. Holineſs is an eſ- 
iS ſential part of a happy immortality. And 
h accordingly, on the other fide the grave, 
e IMF when the faints are got clear of all thoſe 
= temptations from without and infirmities- 
from within, which in this preſent ſtate 
prevented their growth in holineſs, there 
will be nothing that can hinder them of 
an immortal happineſs. But here we are 
not only attended with theſe infirmities and 
= impediments, but are likewiſe by the ſen- 
tence of God, paſſed upon the firſt tranſ- 
greſſor, and in him upon all his poſterity, 
liable to death; and cannot, even though 
our fouls were modelled according to the 
XX goſpel of Chriſt, paſs into a ſtate of im- 
4s C2 mortality, 
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mortality, without either paſſing through 
death, or ſuch a change before the reſur- 
rection, as is equivalent to death. By one 


man ſin entred into the world, and death by 


ſin and ſo death paſſed upon all men. Rom. 
v. 12. And this has not only proved true 
in fact from the begining of the world; 
but we are likewiſe aſſured, Heb. ix. 27. 

that it is appointed unto men once to die. 
Bur now in this reſpect we gain the 
victory over death through cur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as he by his own reſurrection gained 
the conqueſt over death, and obtained of 
the Father, by his voluntary obedience and 
ſufferings, the power of raiſing us to im- 
mortal life. The whole race of mankind 
came under the ſentence of death by Adam's 
tranſgreſſion. But the Son of God, inter- 
poſing in their behalf, undertook, in obe- 
dience to the command of his heavenly 
Father, to come and publiſh thoſe methods 
of grace to the world, the very publiſhing 
whereof he knew would end in his own 
death, and the complying with which me- 
thods would prepare mens ſouls for ever- 
laſting life. For the ſake of this his obe- 
dience unto death, God gave him the power 
of raiſing all men unto lite: the happy 
or 
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or the miſerable conſequence of which re- 
ſurrection would be determined, according 
as men ſhould comply or not comply with 
the methods of grace, which he was ſent to 
publiſh. 

To this purpoſe our Lord himſelf ſome- 
what largely diſcourſed, Joh. v. 21 — 29. 
For as the Father raiſetb up the dead, and 
quickneth them ; even ſo the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. For the Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son; that all men ſhould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father. He that ho- 
noureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 
who hath ſent him, Verily verily T ſay unto 
you : He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, 
and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is 


paſſed from death unto life. Verily verily J 


8 ſay unto you: The hour is coming and now 


7s, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the 
gon of God; and they that hear ſhall live. 
For as the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath 
he given unto the Son to have life in himſelf : 
and hath given him authority to execute judg- 
ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man. 
Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, 
in which all that are in the graves ſhall 

hear 
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bear his voice, and ſhall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the reſurrection 
of life ; and they that have done evil, unto 
the reſurrection of damnation. The whole 
of this paragraph is very much to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe : eſpecially thoſe words in ver. 
25, 26, 27. with regard to the Son's rectiv- 


ing from the Father power of having life in 


himſelf, of raifing the dead to life, and of 
executing judgment; and with regard like- 
wife to the reaſon for which the Father 
delivered theſe powers and authorities to 
the Son; becauſe he is the Son of Man; 
that is, becauſe he humbled himſelf fo as 
to take on him our nature, and to come 
into the world under the character of the 
Meſſiah. ; 
Trvs we ſee : that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * 
by taking upon him the work of our ſal- 
vation, which was not to be accompliſhed 
without his ſuffering of death, not only ob- 
tained of the Father that he himſelf ſhould” 
be raiſed again, and fit at God's right hand, 
far above all principality and power; but 
obtained likewiſe the power and the right 
to raiſe his followers to that ſtate of im- 
mortality, which by his doctrine he ſet 
before them as the encouragement to their 
obedience. 
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obedience. And herein therefore he ob- 
tained for them a complete victory over 
death: and his reſurrection becomes the 
joytul pledge of theirs, According to this 
ſcheme, ſo wiſely contrived by tbe Father 
of lights ; it is properly faid, that death #s 
ſwallowed up in victory. And as Chriſt 
could not have been raiſed from the dead 
without firſt ſuffering death; and as his 
death and reſurrection were fit to ,anſwer 
ſuch glorious purpoſes as the goſpel ſets 
forth : it is juſtly ſaid in the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, ii. 14. that through death be de- 
firoyed bim who had the power of death, that 
2s, the devil. The enemy of mankind, by 
ſucceding in his tempting our firſt parents 
to rebellion, became the means of ſubject- 
ing them and all their poſterity unto death. 
And when the Son of God was ſent into 
this world under the character of a Saviour, 
the ſame apoſtate ſpirit uſed all his artifice 
and power by his wicked agents. to bring 
him to death: and if. he could have kept 
him under the power of death, then had 
no redemption. been wrought by him for us. 
But. here was the enemy of mankind moſt 
of all baffled and diſappointed! In that 


very way, Wherein he endeavoured to ruin 
our 
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our hopes of ſalvation, even by the death 
of Chriſt; in that very way were his ma- 
licious purpoſes broken ; by Chriſt's rifing 
from the grave, and receiving power and 
authority, in reward of his ſuffering death, 
to raiſe all his followers to an everlaſting 
happy life ! 


J ſhall now very briefly iſhed; 

3. Tur connexion between the victory 
over ſin and the victory over death through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : to which connexion 
the apoſtle refers, when ſpeaking of death 
as {ſwallowed up in victory he ſais: he 
fling of death is fin, and the ſtrength of ſin 
is the law; and at the ſame time gives 
thanks to God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, e 

Ir in the circumſtances wherein we ſtand, 
death were a meer annihilation, 
never be juſtly ſaid, that ſin was the ſting 
of death. Inſtead of that, the everlaſting 


loſs of all thoſe ſinful enjoiments, to which 


the ſoul had been given up, would be the 


moſt pungent affliction in the proſpect of 


death: nor could the mention of a divine 
law, as forbiding and condemning all finful 
practices, produce any terror in the pro- 
8 of death; ſince upon annihilation all 
reflexions 


it could 


n 
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reflexions of conſcience would ceaſe with 


the forbiden enjoiments themſelves. Sin 
therefore is the fing of death : and the de- 


clared will or /aw of God is that, which 
gives power and efficacy to this ſting; as 


it gives the proſpect of a reckoning after 
dceath, wherein our fins will be charged a- 
XX painſt us to our condemnation, if there be 
no way of obtaining an - acquittal. Now 
there is in the ſcheme of the goſpel pro- 
X viſion made for our comfort in this reſpect : 


and we do, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
obtain the victory over death, and over fin 
which is the ſting of it; as the death of 
2X Chriſt, that death which he ſuffered by per- 
XX fiſting to preach to men the mind and 
counſels of God which ſhould lead them 
to life, is appointed to be an attoning ſa- 


crifice for fin, and accepted in that view; 


and as God himſelf has aſſured us, that for 
the ſake of that death, which Chriſt ſuf- 
fered by interpoſing in our behalf, all thoſe 
4 & ſhall be accepted of him and have their 
ſins forgiven, who yield themſelves to be 


=F guided by that holy doctrine, for the preach- 
Y ing of which he ſuffered death. 

This doctrine of the forgiveneſs of fins 
1 is, properly ſpeaking, a goſpel doctrine. 
is D : And 
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And our bleſſed Lord, by being raiſed from 
that death which he ſuffered for our fins, 
has plainly ſhewn, that our faith is not 
Vazn, while we look for the pardon of fin 
through him; though F he were net raiſed, 
our faith in him would indeed be vain, and 
as the apoſtle ſais, we muſt, for any thing he 
had done, yet have remained in our fins. 
But fince, according to the gracious provi- 
ſion of the goſpel, we are juſtified through 
faith in him, as well as purified in our 
hearts; when ſuch perſons leave this world, ⁵ 
they leave it with the view of appearing at 
the judgment ſeat of Chrift, there to be 
finally acquitted of all fins, and all the mi- 
ſerable conſequences of fin. 

Behold therefore the victory over fin and 
over death joined together! "Che juſt and 
the unjuſt, believers and unbelievers, are 
raiſed from death, by the interpoſition of the 
Son of God in behalf of a world condemned 
to die. But whereas wicked men, and par- 
ticularly they wvho diſobey the goſpel of Chrift, 
ariſe unto condemnation, to be puniſhed in 
ſuch manner and degree as the wiſe and 
righteous judge of all ſhall pronounce to 
be ſuited to their wickedneſs ; the faithful 


followers of Chriſt will ariſe, prepared in 
| the 


2 
we On : 
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the diſpoſition of their ſouls for the pre- 
ſence of a holy God: and being acquitted 
by their gracious judge, will enter into an 
endleſs ſtate of perfect happineſs both of 
body and ſoul, purſuant to thoſe gracious 
promiſes in which they have truſted. This 
is the viclory, which God gives to believers, 
through his Son Jeſus Chriſt : pardon of fin, 
ſanctification of their ſouls, reſurrection from 
death, and the completion of all, in eter- 
nal glory. And now there needs not many 
words to ſhew, 


II. How great reaſon we have 7o be 
thankful to God, who fur us this vic- 
207. 

THERE needs no more, than to conſider 
the benefit it ſelf, and the certainty that it 
is God who grants it to us, to excite our 
thankfulneſs towards him. The victory over 
fin and death we have already been conſider- 
ing at large: and if we have any ſenſe of 
what it is, to be delivered from the guilt 
and power of fin, both which are provided 
for by the goſpel of Chriſt ; and to be raiſed 
from death to an everlaſting happineſs; we 
mult certainly acknowlege ſuch a benefit is 
the greateſt that can be confer'd upon us. 
D 2 | Bur 
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Bur the greatneſs of the benefit it ſelf 
is not more evident; than that it is God, 


who through his Son Jeſus Chriſt beſtows it 
upon us. It was he, who of his grace and 
mercy ſent his Son into the world to pro- 
cure it for us, and to lead us into the way 


of obtaining it. It was in obedience to the 


Father, that the Son became a preacher of 
righteouſneſs, and a martyr for it, and there- 


by an attoning ſacrifice for our fins. It 


was God the Father, who raiſed his Son 
Jeſus from the dead, and gave him in re- 
ward of his obedience, the authority and 
power of raiſing his followers from death, 


and advancing them to everlaſting glory. 


God ſent his Son into the world to pro- 
mile eternal life to ſuch, as would faith- 


fully obey his commands: and God gave 


him authority to execute judgment, and to 


eſtabliſh in a happy immortality all. thoſe 
who ſhould relie on his promiſe and con- 


ſorm to the deſign of it. 
Tuts gracious God therefore, the Father 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, does certainly de- 
ſerve the beſt returns of gratitude we are 


capable of making. In whatever way we 
are able to expreſs our thankfulneſs, it is 


duc to him. And the exerciſe of this thank- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs is the proper application and im- 
provement of the ſubject, on which we have 
been treating. 

Ir is juſtly e e in return for ſo 


great a benefit, that we ſhould continually 


honour God in the frame of our hearts. It 


is highly becoming, that we ſhould expreſs 


our thankfulneſs in immediate addreſſes to 
him; eſpecially as we ſee, that he has ap- 
pointed an acceptable mediator between him- 
ſelf and us, to ſhew that he is willing to 
converſe with us. It is fitting that we ſhould 
bleſs his name, in public and in private. 
And above all it is fitting, that we ſhould 
honour our beſt benefactor by a cheerful 
obedience to his commands in the courſe 
of our lives. The proſpe& of a happy im- 
mortality, which the reſurrection of Chriſt 
ſets open to our view, is a juſt reaſon why 
we ſhould be fledfaſt and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 


foraſmuch as we know that our labour ſhall 


not be in vain'in the Lord. None of the 
other methods of thankfulneſs are to be 


neglected: but this is the moſt ſubſtantial 
proof of our being truly thankful for the 


victory, which God gives us through Jeſus 
Chriſt. And indeed if we do not diſcover 
our 


(30 
our thankfulneſs this way, we ſhew that we 
have rejected the benefit offered to us; that 
we neither have obtained the victory nor 
are in the way to it, notwithſtanding the 
gracious proviſion which God has made for 
us. O that we may be duely ſenſible, in this 
our day, of the things which belong to our 
peace; that they may never be hid from our 
eyes / 

THERE is a further uſefulneſs of this 
ſubject to our ſelves, with regard to our 
pious friends, who fleep in Feſus. This doc- 
trine of the viclory, which God gives through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is a foundation of joy 
with regard to thoſe, who are gone before 
us in the faith of Chriſt, and a ground of 
thankfulneſs on their behalf, as well as on 
our own. And it is very fitting, that after 
we have rejoiced with our pious friends, 
in the proſpect of that common ſalvation, 
which we hope to enjoy with them, we 
ſhould likewiſe rejoice on their behalf, when 
we are ſatisfied, that they have eſcaped the 
dangers, with which we are yet ſtruggling: 
that we be thankful to God for their hap- 
pineſs, at the ſame time that we deeply 
regret the loſs which we ſuſtain by their 
removal. This is the very uſe. which the 


apoſtle 


f 
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apoſtle makes of this doctrine, writing to 
the Theſſalonians, 1. iv. 13 — 18. I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them who are aſleep ; that ye ſorrow 
not even as others who have no hope, For if 
we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again; 
even ſo them alſo, who fleep in Teſus, will 
God bring with him. For this wwe ſay unto 
you by the word of the Lord: that wwe, who 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, ſhall not prevent them who are aſleep. 
For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from hea- 
ven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Chriſt ſball riſe firſt. Then ve, 


who are alive and remain, ſhall be caught 


up together with them in the clouds; to meet 


the Lord in the air: and ſo ſhall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with theſe words. 

Bur the chief uſe we are to make of 
the doctrine, on which I have been treating, 
is to fortifie our minds in the proſpect of our 
own death; and to excite us ſo to live, that 
we may be able to take comfort in medi- 
tating on ſuch a ſubject. It is proper there- 
fore to put every one of you upon exami- 
nation, how you ſtand affected at preſent ; 
and 
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and whether you can, with integrity of heart, 
give thanks to God for having granted you. 
the victory through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, If 
through the means of grace afforded, you have 
in ſome good meaſure gained the conqueſt. 
over ſin; if you are delivered from its bon- 
dage, and are brought to take delight in the 
ſervice of your God and your redeemer: then 


you have a juſt foundation for thankfulneſs 


and joy; and your perſevering to gain ad- 
vantages over fin will ſecure your conqueſt. 
of death, diſarm it of its ſting, and make it 
appear rather a path to happineſs, than an 
enemy of comfort, .or a deſtroyer of hope. 


And how much is it the intereſt of us all, 


to get ſuch thoughts as theſe fixed in our 
minds, conſidering the uncertainty of all 


worldly enjoiments, and even of life it ſelf, 


the. foundation of them; and conſidering 
further the natural. averſion againſt death 
and fears of its approach. There are na- 
tural fears of death, which are ſometimes 
apt to ſtagger the. reſolution even of an 
advanced chriſtian, eſpecially if at any time 
he has been off of his guard. And the leſs 
watchful any one has been, the greater will 
be his averſions and fears, upon the near 


pate of a diſſolution, It is our intereſt 


therefore 
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therefore to be always ready, in a careful at- 
tendance to the duties of the ſtation, what- 
ever it is, in which providence places us. 
And the more diligent we are this way, the 
more effectually ſhall we be armed againſt 
the fears of death, | 

LzT us therefore watch carefully againſt 
the dangerous ſnare of being over-much at- 
tached to the enjoiments of this world. A- 
las, if our main hopes are built upon ſuch 
objects, how wretched muſt be our condi- 
tion? how liable ſhall we be to real miſery 
upon every ſmall turn of affairs; and how 
ſure to be completely miſerable, when death 
cuts us off from all at once? But can a ra- 
tional creature, can a being who has views 
towards immortality, content himſelf with, 
ſuch proſpects? Can we eſpecially, before 
X whom /ife and immortality are placed in a 
clear light by the goſpel, ſhut our eyes upon 
EX theſe glorious benefits, and be fond of mo- 


x mentary trifles ? If we thus abuſe the noble 
q © faculties with which God has endued us, and 
light the ineſtimable bleſſings he offers to us, 
we ſhall enhance our-own condemnation. 

Lux us remember in time: that Gad hath 
IR / pointed a day, in which be will judge the 
vorid in ri gbrecuſucſi, by that man whom be 
»8 E hath 
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hath ordained ; whereof he hath given afſu-' 
rance unto all men, in that he raiſed him from 
the dead. Let us remember: that awe muſt 
all land before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt 3 
that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that which be hath done, 
whether it be good, or whether it be bad. 
And let the aſſurance of theſe things prevail 
on us to go on in that way, in which we 
would wiſh our great maſter ſhould find us, 
when he calls ns to account. Bleſſed is that 
ſervant, whom his Lord, when he. cometh, 
ſhall ſind jo doing ! And bleſſed ſhall we be, 
in the preſent peace and comfort of our 
minds, and in the uſefulneſs of our example, 
if from the conſideration that God has pro- 
vided for us a conqueſt over both fin and 
death, we conquer within ourſelves the fear 
of death, by a conſtant labour to get the 
victory over fin. 

TH1s is the proper improvement to be 
made of the ſubject on which I have been 
treating ; particularly when an inſtance of 
mortality is before us. And it is much more 
fitting to enlarge upon this, then to enter in- 
to high commendations of deceaſed friends, 
how much ſoever they are deſerved. I can- 
not however  forbear mentioning that early 
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piety of our deceaſed brother, which induced 
him, many years before he came to be of 
age, to take voluntarily upon him the engage- 
ments of a chrſtian, and to become a mem- 
ber of the church which afterwards called 
him to the paſtoral care. But with regard 
to all the good things that can be ſaid of thoſe 
who are gone before us, it is more uſeful for 
us to follow their example, than to expatiate 
on their praiſes. If we do give ſome indul- 
gence to grief, on account of the loſs ſuſtained 
by their departure; it will not diſpleaſe him, 
who planted tender affections within us, and 
who expects that we ſhould give them their 
proper courſe and exerciſe. It is a mournful 
occaſion which now calls us together. And 
we muſt be very inſenſible, if we do not ac- 
knowlege, that the death of our brother is a 
conſiderable loſs, not only to his family, to 
his friends and acquaintance, and to this 
church to which he miniſtred in holy things; 
but likewiſe to the public. The remembrance 
of the benefit and comfort which you of this 
church have received by his miniſtrations, 
will, I hope, as indeed it ought, make you 
think of your deceaſed paſtor with a tender 
concern, And it theſe thoughts fix upon 
your minds the reſolution, of practiſing in 
E 2 carneſt 
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earneſt the good things which he has rev 
commended, and of avoiding every wrong 
courſe againſt which he has faithfully warned 
you: the juſt ſorrow with which you are at- 
fected upon parting with him will turn to a 
joyful account in the end. Let it be your 
care to make choice of one, who may uſe- 
fully fill his place; that the ſalutary purpoſes 
of the chriſtian miniſtry may ſtill be carried 
on among you. And remember for your 
comfort, in all the grief you entertain for the 
loſs of thoſe, who have been endeared to 
you by endeavouring to promote your: beſt 
intereſts; that though one after another they 
are all removed by death; yet the nord Y | 


the Lord, that word 1whi 5 by the goſpel is 
preached to you, doth not die, but entareth 
ith For ever. 1 Pet. i. 25. Let that word be 
l the treaſured up in your hearts: and be thankful 
ah. to God that you have it in your hands, as it 
11 50 is always to be the grand rule of your con- 
1 1. duct. God grant, that you may all make 
185 this divine, this enduring word, your daily 
ht if ſtudy: and that you may ſo profit by it, as 
i (6 fo follbeo after the things which make for pract, 
1 


and things wherewith one may edifie another. 
IT is a difficult thing, upon ſuch occaſions 

as this, to give advice to ſurviving relatives: 
| and 
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and therefore I ſhall chooſe to expreſs myſelf 
in a very general way, To the ſame word 
of God, which I have already been recom- 
mending, you muſt have recourſe, for your 
comfort, and for ſuiting your conduct to your 
preſent condition : and in this divine treaſury 
there are plentiful ſupplies of wiſdom and 
goodneſs. I chooſe more eſpecially to ob- 
ſerve ; that you will there find the whole of 
your duty ſummed up in /ove: and that if 
this principle be exerted as it ought, all the 
relative duties will be chearfully and uſefully 
diſcharged, 

THERE is, in the 1 3 and or- 
der of things, a great reſpect and affection 
due to thoſe, who are the means of bringing 
us into the world. The exerciſe of this at- 
fection and reſpect is not only in itſelf fitting, 
but uſeful and important ; as it has a genuine 
tendency to the welfare of the community. 
And in this exerciſe moreover there is a well- 
grounded hope of a bleſſing from heaven; 
as this command in particular is attended 
with a promiſe, and the breach of it with 
many denunciations of divine diſpleaſure. 
But then, in order to encourage a right be- 
haviour, it is fitting that they, to whom filial 


"oo and affection are due, ſhould let pa- 
| rental 
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' who are more remote; thoſe who are related 


(33) 
rental love appear in the whole courſe of their 
conduct. So the Almighty himſelf, the great 
Father of us all, the wiſe and righteous, the 
powerful and gracious governour of the whole 
world, acts continually towards us: and if 
he did not excrciſe much patience and for- 
bearance, very miſerable would our condition 
be. Though he has all power in his hand, 
and though our moſt humble ſubmiſſion is 
naturally his due; yet he takes infinitely more 
delight in convincing us of the fitneſs of the 
dutics he requires, and 1n leading us to the 
practice of them by the kindly influence of 
his own great goodneſs, than in exerting all 
his authority to command. He expects there- 
fore, he juſtly expects and requires, as we 
are all of us his children, that we ſhould fol- 
low his example, in tender affection towards 
each other ; even thoſe whom he has placed 
in a natural degree of ſuperiority above others, 
We are all accountable to him ; inferiors and 
ſuperiors ; thoſe of neareſt relation, and thoſe 


by blood or by affinity, and thoſe whom 
other different ties have joined together: all 
accountable to him for the diſcharge of the 
duties which the reſpeCtive relations call for. 


And all thoſe duties are ſummed up. in 
- Love: 


(39) 
Love : as the apoſtle aſſures us, when he ob- 
ſerves, Rom. xili. 8, 9. that he who loveth* 
another hath fulfilled the law: and that all the 
commandments reſpecting our conduct towards 
each other are comprehended in this Jaying, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
Now in order to ſecure this principle of 
Ive in our conduct towards each other, and 
thereby to fulfil the duties of each relation, 
it is proper to obſerve : that all the relative- 
duties, that is to ſay, all the ſocial duties in 
general, are of equal date with the relations 
from which they ariſe; and that the obliga- 
tion to the practice of them will laſt as long 
as the relations themſelves. For this reaſon 
we ſhould arm ourſelves with patience and 
reſolution for the regular diſcharge of what 
becomes us, even though ſome of thoſe to 
whom we ſtand related ſhould not exactly, 
at all times, and in every point, act as be- 
comes them: and it will reaſonably be ex- 
pected, that they who have the largeſt ſhare 
of knowlege and experience ſhould be the 
moſt ready to make allowances for failings. 
That God however, who perfectly under- 
ſtands the obligations of every relation in 
which he has placed us, and who cannot be 
miſtaken in the notice he takes of our con- 
duct, 
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as well as for our own; for any difficulties 


2 — 7 * — f n 
ee es ds 


(4) 


failings of thaſe with whom. we have to do, 


with which their duties as well as ours are 
attended. And as he has made {ove towards» 
each other one grand branch of his own ever=' 
Iaſting law, that law which Chrift came nat to 


. deſtroy. but to fulfil; and as we can no way 


prove our reverent affection to God himſelf; * 
without mutual ov to each other as his chil- 
dren and ſubjects: I have choſen to conclude 

my advices for conduct in the neareſt rela- 
tions with recommending to all that principle 

of lobe, which is of ſuch high importance to 
us all, that without it we cannot rightly diſ- 
charge any duty, either towards one another, 
or towards God, the univerſal father, bene=-! 
factor, governour and judge'of us all; ©: 
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